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JOINT STATEMENT

Leading MEPs welcome the launch of peace negotiations in
Afghanistan

 Call for inclusive peace talks

 Condemnation of the continuous violence in the country

 All sides should put in place an immediate and permanent ceasefire

Joint statement of the Chairs for the Committee on Foreign Affairs and the Delegation for relations
with Afghanistan on the launch of negotiations between the Government of Afghanistan and the
Taliban

Chair of the Committee on Foreign Affairs David McAllister (EPP, DE) and Chair of the Delegation for

relations with Afghanistan Petras Auštrevičius (Renew, LT) issued the following statement today:

“We welcome the launch of the direct peace negotiations between the Government of Afghanistan and

the Taliban. A comprehensive peace process is a precondition to end four decades of death and

destruction and to bringing stability, security and peace to Afghanistan. Intra-Afghan negotiations are key

to the peace process. The European Parliament will insist on the need to be inclusive in these Afghan-

owned and Afghan-led negotiations. All political factions and civil society, including Afghan women, youth

and minorities, should be involved in the talks and throughout the whole process. It is essential that

everyone in Afghanistan feels represented during the negotiations and in the next government, in order

to safeguard respect for human rights, notably women’s and children's rights.

In this crucial moment, domestic stability is of utmost importance. We therefore condemn the eruption of

violence during the last weeks and call upon all stakeholders in Afghanistan to put in place an immediate

and permanent ceasefire. The responsible for the recent terrorist attacks and the continuous violence

need to be held accountable. On behalf of our colleagues in the European Parliament, we express our

sincerest condolences to the families of the victims and wish a speedy recovery to the injured. We assure

the continuous solidarity and support of the European Union to the Afghan people, its government and

security forces during this challenging endeavour. The European Parliament stands ready to facilitate



and support the peace process with the aim of preserving the values of democracy, human rights and the

rule of law, building upon the political, economic and social achievements of the people of Afghanistan.”

Background

On 29 February 2020, the United States and the Taliban movement signed a Joint Statement for Peace

in Doha, Qatar, which could mark the beginning of a comprehensive peace process. The Afghan

Government was not involved in this agreement. On 29 May 2020, the Council of the European Union

adopted conclusions reaffirming the EU's political commitment to support the people of Afghanistan on

their path towards peace, stability, democracy, prosperity and self-reliance. Negotiations between the

Taliban and a Kabul negotiating team finally started on 12 September 2020 in Doha. Since then, terrorist

attacks and an outbreak of fighting in several regions of the country have caused a high death toll among

the Afghan Security Forces, the Taliban and civilians.
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